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GROUP /il•'Fi,lRS 
The appeal for volunteers for the post of Treasurer was answered by three ,acmbcrs, 

and Mr David Farnes has taken up the appointment - f,;r :J,N. Farnes, Corton Lodge, 
7 Burntwood Avenue, Emerson Park, Hornchurch, l!:ssex, H!l,11 ;~D. 

The next volunteer, t1r Golin Grainger, the Regional O~ganiser, East Anglia, an 
Accountant by profession, has been avpointed Honorary Audi~or, and is at present 
engaged on the audit of the Group's accounts up to the end 1of last financial year. 
Mr C.E. Grainger, The Cherries, 24 Beaumont '.'fay, Stowmarket, Suffolk, IP14 1 SA. 

The third volunteer has been thanked for his offer, wnich will not be forgot t en 
when the Group is again in difficulty. For the future, it:is intended that the 
Group's officers should be elected. 

MEMBERSHIP 
At the last committee meeting, the Hon. Secretary reported that there were then 

293 paid up members of the Group, A revised list of members, prepared last December, 
showed 288 members in the British Isles and 33 overseas; there were Q.lso another i.30 
people who had either been members at the time of the re-organiso.tion or had since 
indicated a wish to join, but had not yet paid a subscription. These all received 
a letter in December asking whether they wished to remain members, and about half of 
them have now paid their subscriptions for 1976-77, bringing the paid-up membership 
to ;61 .. 

Founded in 1915, the Rhododendron SociE:ty originally had 25 rnembers, and i n 
addition there vrere 6 Honorary iv;embers. By 1923, it had 34 members, in addition to 
6 former me:mbers who had died. '£he Society continued unti;t. 1931, when it gave way to 
the Rhodode:ndronAssociation whicr had heen formed in 1927. : By 1930, the Association 
had 241 members (12 of them living overst:as) and 6 honorary life members, By 1939, 
the membership had risen to 476, of whom 68 lived overseas1, including H,R,rl. the 
Grown Prince of Sweden and H.R.H. the Duke of' Windsor. 

In 1945, the Association was wound up, and the J:Thodod,endron Group of the Royal 
Horticultural Society was formed; this, in 1948, he.d 360 members, 77 of thurn ovurtJeas . 
At the time of the re-organisation two yenrs ago, there were 419 nrunes on the roll, 
of whom only 196 appeared active, though on inquiry it was· found th~t another 113 Wbre 
still interst;,d. 

I 

A copy is attached of a revised list of members, sho,Jing those who have paid thbir 
1976/7 subscription, or joined during the current financi9; year; after, it is 
the intention to issue a list of additions and amendments ,to the list of members, once 
a year. 

SUBSCRIPI'ICNS 
Subscriptions are due on the 1st November each year and all members who paid a 

subscription for 1976/7 were sent a copy of the annual 'Rhododendrons, 1977 with 
Magnolias and Ccmellias' with Bulletin No,4 last December, and vrnre asked to return 
the annual if they did not wish to remain members of the Group. The majority of 
members have now paid their subscription for the current year, 1977/8, but there are 
some who have not paid it yet, and have not returned the annur.:l. 'l'hey are request ed 
to indicate their intentions as soon as possible to the Hon. Sec., t·,r J. ·:!augh Owens, 

Jubiliee Lodge, Y~rpole, Nr Leominster, Herefordshire. 

The 1976 annual is now completely sold out, and a few members who were late 
paying their 1976/7 subscriptions therefore had the cost ©f the annual refunded to 
them. 1'here has been a considerable demand for the back numbers, and thia: stock of 
the 1947 ye ;;:rbook is now exhausted, though copies are sti}l available f r om 'dhelu.on & 
Wesley Ltd, Oodicote, Hitchen, Hertfordshire (~2, includi~g postage and packing), 
Members writing to the Hon, Sec, for other b ack mm1bers u:te reminded that the ch::irge 
for postage and packing is 25p per copy, in addition to publication price (i:e. 2 
copies 50p). 

ANNUAL GMIBRAL ME,~'TII'G 
There has not been a sufficient demand for an Annual• Generru. Me&ting of the Group 

to justify holding one in the spring, in place of the one ir.t ended for the 1 st November 
1977, and the business proposed for tronsaction then will therefore be postponed to 
the next Annual General lvieeting, probably on the 31st October • 1978. 

There have been a few comments on the draft constitution, based on that of the 
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odendron Associntion, which was circulated with Bulletif No,4, and this will be 
scussed at the A,G,M, when it is held. One member has su~ested that there should 

e no distinction made between members of the Group who are/ Fellows of the Royal Hort­
icultural Society and those who are not ( termed Associate 111 mbers). It has also been 
suggested thnt, like that of the Rhcdodendron Association, he Group's constitution • 
should include provision for the removal of a Member's name from the list of members, 

The R.H.S. Council have oonsidered the drai't constitutton, and have indicated that 
they are unable. to agree to one of the Society's Groups enr~lling nssociate members 
who are not Fellows of the Society, The Ordinary Members of the Rhododendron Associa­
tion used to pay an annual subscription of a guinea, and working gardeners, of whom 
there were about 30, half a guinea, lt had been thought thtt associate membership 
would bring into the Group a number of extre~ely knowledgenple people, frequently seen 
at the R.H.S. shows, who at present make use of their emploi er's second fellowship 
ticket, and are not f llows in the;ir own right.; as well as a small number of•·old people 
who retain their interest in rhododendrons, but do not feel any longer able to attend 
the London shows. 

The question of the e:xpenses of regional branches has also been considered, and 
there hal3 ~en a suggestion that the Group might make them bach o.n annual grant, but it 
is felt that this would probably entail raising the Group s~bscription, which at present 
is kept as low as possible. From the beginning, Branch Or~sers were advised to 
recoup their expenses by making a charge for attendance at ~ranch functions, and perhaps 
organising occasional auctions or roi'fles of plants or seeajs, and some Branches have 
done this with success, Guidance has now been received, id the context of 'Associate 
Members', that a charge might be levied from people attend~~g the Group's functions or 
Branch functions who are not Fellows of the R.H.S,, as lo~ as such a charge is linked 
to the specific meeting, and is not regarded as a subscrip ion. Such a cherge of course 
would exceed the actunl cost of the service provided, and ould contain a small 'hidden 
contribution' towards the Branch's expenses, This is rerh ps the answer to Regional 
Branches who do not want to turn away kE,en gardeners who e not Fellows of the R.H.S, 

llOOK REVIEN 
'E,G, Waterhouse of Eryldene', Mary Armati's charming biography of Gowrie 

Waterhouse arrived in time for Christmas, a·-limited editio published by the Fine Arts 
Press in Sydney. The book is beautifully produced, and in ludes coloured reproductions 
of Paul Jonea1o lovely portro.its of Camellias 'Margaret Wat rhouse' and 'J,.G-. Waterhouse·' 
She relates, incredibly, that he always insisted that thes two, and indeed all his 
famous Williamsii camellias, were the result of natural er ss pollination, and seeded 
and germinated beneath a single bush without help from him 

Professor Waterhouse was a member of the Group, and s 
Synge, whose book on the gard,ens i -n Devon and Cornwall ope 
of my Christmas presents. 

·rhis well illustrated book contains descriptions of' 
Cornwall, and will be very useful to people visiting the 
gardens which specialise in rhooodendrons, camellias and m 
Britain, Vol 1. Devon and (;ornwall, by Pai:rick M. Synge. 

of course is Mr Patrick 
to the public was also one 

gardens in Devon and 
uth West, particularly 
nolias, ('rhe Gardens of 

atsfiord £5,50), 

Another member of the Group, lsobyl la Croix, whose b ok on Rhododendrons is not 
perhaps as well known as it deserves, and who wrote up our last two tours, tells me 
that she is off to 11alawi with her husband, and so will ho be availab'le to write up 
our tours again for a year or two. 

OBITUABY 
Tony Harrison sencts the following from Camellia House, Southport, about Mr D. I<'. Webb 

who will be remembered by those who came on the Sussrx tour last year: 

"Derrick Francis Webb died in October 1977. Many of ~r members will remember him 
from the Rhododendron Conferences, L 
Some twenty years a.go, as a newly married man, I move,:l into a house.with a g~den 

. to tackle which oould only be described as 'challcngipg'. Nearby lived Derrick 
Webb, a reserved quiet man, who did not give his frie'.,nd.ship to everyone, but w~en 
he did it was firm, without stint, and constant, He !had an almost encyclopaedic 
knowledge of plants and shrubs, a lovely garden - and: a non-flowering form of 
Rhododendron 'Polar Bear' . His first love was for Rhododendrons, Azaleas and 

~~~. l 
Once he was prevailed upon to take a holiday with some friends at one of Britaint's 
poplilar holiday camps. In contemporary jargon, it wa.,i' not quite his scene' , but 
to his delight he found there was~ competition for ~dentifying the most varieties 

of flowers, t:::-ees and shrubs in the environs of the_ ~amp. He spent the week so 
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doing, and won the competition by miles. At the end tf the week to the 1.t!llazement, 

enlightonnent and eci.ucation of the head gardener he had revealed some 1 70 different 
varieties and corrbctly named them, 'l'he head gardenef o.dmi ttcd that he had not 
realised that he had such horticultural wealth. I 

Every •rhursday night, whenever poss:\.ble, a group of u~ mE:t for a d.r:i.nk 
I 

a11d 
talked of rhododendrons nnd camellias (and, it has tol·bc admitted, shrub roses) 
all night, It is. no longer the same without Derrick E:bb und I ruiss him sorely, 
but if there is a life hereafter 1 which I firmly beli ve, I know exactly what he 
is doing, and I' 11 bet they never guess-ed thc.v had so many horticul turul treasure s , 
either~" 

Ernest G. Kleinwort. 
Those on the Sussex tour will also lament the death a the age of 76 of t,;r 
Ernest Kleinwort 1 who showed us round his lovely garden at Heaselands. He was 
a keen gardener, and had been a member of the Rhodod~~dron Association, and 
later an c-riginal member of the Group, and he exhibi tr3d regul2.rly at the 
Rhododendron Show, frequently doing well in the hybrii classes, Mr l\.leinwort 
was be;;1t known as a banker, and had been chairman of "leinwort, Benson, Ltd, 
More recently, he was on the International Board of T ustees of the World 
Wildlife Fund, and was Vice-President of the Wildfowl ·rrust. He WM a Commander 
of the Order of the Golden Ark of the Netherlands, an~ wM heir presumptive to 
the family baronetcy. ! 

! 
~~~ I 

I 
If you know sooeone interested in Ithodod<.mdrons nnd qouellins, who b:long~ t o 
the koyal Horticul:1;1.i.ro.l Society, whose ndtie is not 01 the uccoyupo.nying list of 
me□bers of the Group, would you plaaae co□pl0t0 tne enclosed letter and send it to 
him c r her with tho a ttachod yellow application foru! ( To Uni tud Kingdon u,mbors 
only;;more for~s nre avnilab1e on application) I 

; 
i . 

-====--· - ·--·--·- -··•·•··-·------------··--•·.,·•----~-~-·······•··---··---···-·-·· . 

! 
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TiiE COI-:SEHVKl.'lW & DlS'i'IUBUl'lGN UF RAHE sPEClES &~l(;E_ HYBI~lD3 .£'1'~ 
I 

Since the publi cation of Bulletin :No.4 and the notesinc:luded under this headi ng, 
I have received several letters from members. Some of th se were for help to l ocat e 
rhododendrons that I know are available in comrnerce: thes I have been abl<;: to direct 
to the nppropriate source, Q,thers were t0 provide details of the rhododendrons unu 
camellias that they themselves are growing, and from whic I run at liberty to r equest 
propagating material, in the event that one or more of th membership should ask f'or 
it. • Yet .more members are searching f'or plants and/ or sci ns, ond in one cast; seeds, 
of several plants ·that are difficult - if not impossible to locate in commerce, 
If you are able, and willing, to provide material from of your awnrcl-winning forms, 
therarer rhododendrons, camellias o.nd magnolias, I would • e delighted to henr frotn you 
to include such details in our records , I would emphasiz that we are fortun~te in 
having the necessary propagating facilities in the forms •fa well-known specialist 
nursery and a national garden, 

In order to try and provoke members to participate, n what I envisage us 
becoming advantageous to both the plants and our membersh,p, I detail a short list of 
some of the items that are being sought, 

These include: - Camellias. japonica. 'Nuccio' s Ruby~ reticulata1 Paocchuchu' 
(Noble Pearl), reticulota' Tzepao' (Purple Gown), Rhododen ons af[;hanicum, runagi 1mum 
(seed), arborescens (seed;, bnkeri (seed), 'Beat rice Keir , 'Bud 1"lannigan', 
bullatum Rock 59202,calocxanthum, coelicum, dichroanthum lar. scyphocalyx, facetum 
F245592, griffithianum (roseum), kye.wii , lanntum, 'Leonor ' , '~1ariloo' , pi·onum, 
proteoides, prwtlfolium, 'Qµeen blizabeth 11 ', serrulatum (seed), thayerianum, venat or 
KW6285, williamsianum (Bodnant form). 

I look forward to hearing from you at Badger Gottage 101 Guildford Road, 
Bagshot, Surrey GU19 SNS. I propose to include details ff some of the plants that 
me.mbers are seeking, in each fussue of the Bulletin. I 

John Sanders. i 

RHOOODENDRON SEJill 
Mr G.A. Judson of 58 Springfield l{oad, 1xmouth, Devo , bXS 3JY. again has s eed 

to offtr to members of the f ollowing hybrids; lindleyi x inaequale;. ciliicalyx x 
edgeworthii (bullatum); and edgeworthii x ciliicnlyx (see parent first in each case), 
Supplies are very limited, but members desiring seed shou d apply to r.1r Judson, 
enclosing a stamped addressed envelope; these s eeds are f om interspecific crosses made 
in 1977. l;ir Judson also has available for swop several s nl.l plants of R, ciliicalyx 
(some of which have nl.ready bloomed) nnd would consider y exchange offers; 
~.rhabdotum particularly welcome. He would also be inter sted to hear from members who 
had seed from him last year what success they have had. 

RHOIXlDENDRON_ POLLEN 
Would any member with R.forrestii vo.r.repens, either the F,C.C, form, KW6832, or 

R.59174, and willing to send pollen to a fellow member in New York State, kindly so 
inform :t,ir Ba.sil c. Potter, 167 Lampman Avenue, Port Ewen, N.Y.12466? In due course 
Mr Pott6r would be grateful for good pollen bearing strune from six flov;ers to.ken 
just before the corolla opens and placed in gelatine caps es at the proper time , 
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SYM.POSillL_:-_ SIX F.'AVOUR1TB 1ll-lOOODEN~Il9Jlf3. 

In 'Rhododendrons, 1977' and in Bulletin No.4, seveni of the twelve contributions 
o the symposium have been published; the rernaining five row follow, l'he theme was: 

"You are moving to a garClP.n with id~nl growing cond~ ions for rhododendrons, but 
you only have room for six plants, species or hybriq,, 

(A) 

Which s~x would you choose, and why" f 

I 

Mr David Fli.rnes, Hornchurch 1 E~~~- (Treasurer) . ~ 
If one only has room for six plants, then the logica assumption is that the 
garden as a whole is a small one, so the choice of r ododendrons must be restric­
ted to small, compact growers. which require very li~tle trimming or pruning t o 
keep them within the allocated space, so that flowe buds are not often removed 
as part of an annual pruning routine, The six plant s·hould be selected to 
provide interest for as much of the yearoa. possible d not only just at flowering 
time, when the annual splash of colour comes in 1,ay or many gardens v,ith the 
more common so-called hardy hybrids. Selection oft e si~ plants must therefore 
include the nhole shape of the bush, the shape and f rm of the individunl leaves, 
the colour and attractiveness of the young new growt and, in the case of a 
deciduous azalea, the autumnal tints of the foliage so, Regular flowering from 
an early stage is essentinl. 

Bearing all these points in mind, I would therefore uggest the following six 
rhododendrons: -

1 ) R. 'Seta' - a splendid compact hybrid flowering 
affected by frost or snow here as it flowers be 
but after the snow of December/January, Looks 
and flowers enchanced if underplanted with pale 

early in the yeDX, often not 
ore the spring frosts start 
eat us a bush at ull times, 
yellow narcissi. 

2) R. 'Elizabeth' - a wonderful splash of colour i late April here, when littl ', 
else is in flower, and this ulso associates wel, with the later flowering 
daffodils, Sometimes u good second flowering i the sarly o.utumn as a 
bonus. 

3) 

4) 

5) 

R. 'Blue Diamond' -a regular flawerer, neat hab ' t and compact. Again, this 
flowers early in the year and often when little else is in flower, and 
yellow narcissi provide a pleasing colour assoc· ation, 

R. luteum, or 'Azalea pontica' - the sweetly sc nted flowers are a bonus, 
Young foliage is bronze coloured and the autumn 1 foliage is superb. 

R,willirunsianum - this plant always attracts 
because of the wide open bells, and when not 
dome-shaped and the new growth is red brown, 
too provide a foliage variation. 

at ention; when in flower 
in flower the plant is neat, 
Te mature, heart-shaped leaves 

6) R, l';l.£.giost.xlum - a plant for foliage, which is striking ut all times but 
especially in the spring when the young leaves e glaucous and very aromatic . 

(B) Mr. W,J,F. Santer, Lewdown, Okehompton, Devon. 

I should plant the following six rhododendrons:-

1) 

2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

6) 

R. luteum - for its superb soent, magnificence f autumn colour and vigour 
of growth, 

R. yunnanense - for its exquisite flower and th perfect harmony of flower 
and leaf. 

H. decorum - for the ctelicacy of texture of its flower, · and. soft scent, 
I 

a big one - R, rex - it grows vigorously, without any fuss and has proved 
very hardy, 

a small one - R, saluenense - a charming plant, j 
I 

I should very much like to plant R. griffithiani.un, but it is unlikely t hat 
the garden would be in an area favourable enough for it to flourish, 
Kingdon Ward's description of it is unsurpassed · "At the mention of the 
name .. , a wave of bliss must roll over ru» s?bmerge az:iyon~ who has ever 
seen it in glorious bloom in the forest , , . ard waft him lightly to the 

I ------··•- - ··-- ·- ·•-............ -.. . 



(c) 

(D) 

(E) 
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shores of paradise . There is an ethereal qual~ty, about the enormous bell 
flowers - their vital milk-whiteness, their ca~1eless rapture of' form, their 
exq':1isi te, effortless grace as they hang clust red from t}1e leafy shoots, 
their subtle fragrance - which uefies <lescript • on ... 1 regard it as the 
most lovely wild rhododendron 1 have ever seen,( 

If conditions were not suitable for this II rare beau~,Y" , 1 should be quite content 
to plant one of its hybrids -'Beauty of Littlew: rth'I - in its place, I have always 
~ound i~ to be magnificent in flower, vigorous but ~ather loose and W1discipl1nea 
in growth, but nE;vertheless in every way a most wort!hy sub.sti tute. 

Mrs 13. Kitson I East Corpwall, ! 
Firstly, 1 would choose pink dt::corum for the very fJ

1
eshest perfume of any f'lower; 

just to pass the bush excites me. 
I 

2ndly, ..Y.,_akusimanum; such a perfect plant, balled l .~e a cactus; weatherproof, full 
of beautiful buds ~egularly, and 9pening in round tlsses all over, 

3rdly, a VE;ry floriferous, crisp yellow C;ornish l,1adie, 1 Damaris' ( the chairman' s 
sister hd,J, a very good doer, 

4thly, for pt::rfume and good foliage , 'Lady Alice Fi t~,v illiam 1 • 

' ' Next, lindle.,yo perfumed, waxy and v. hothouse looking. 

Arrl lastly, autumn-flowered _auriculatum, to finish J good season, 

Mr Norman Marsh. Heswall 1 Wirral I Cheshire. I 

I have chosen for hardiness (all H4), range of colou, season and quality of 
flower, and mostly compactness of habit: 

Grade Gciour Season 

CHRISTMAS CHEER H4,F4 pink bua/white Oct/rVJch wonderful 
value here 

BLUE DIAMOND H4,F4 lavender blue Mch,hrn.y compact 
F.c.o., A.G.M. 

YAK.USU1ANU!I, H4 rose/apple blossom h!ay compact 
F,C;,C;,' A.G,M, 

BrUTANNIA H4,F4 crimson scarlet mid pale green 
F.c.c., A.G.M. leaves are a 
GOLDSWORTH ThLl..OW H4,F3 primrose yellow mid contrast 
A.M. compact at 

bluebell tiue 
SAPPHO H4,1',3 white/purple blotch mid 
A,G,M. unique 

OaEtain J .A. 110i_r 1 Rosneath Peninsula. Dunbartonshir .• 

It seems a cruel exercise to be asked to limit a sel ction of rhododendrons to 
six1 More so when one's particular eccentricity is o cram an already crowded r 
garden with a representative from every sub-series tat will survive, But it 
spurs the critical faculties and reins in extravagan e , I have set aside the 
admiration and envy inspired by other people!s plant , and limit rny selection to 
the hardy, loyal and long suffering rhododendrons in my own garden, This 
simplification is almost a necessity; I am composing this somewhere in the South 
Atlantic with no referru1ce but to a.leaky memory. 

Glen Eden garden was formed on the banks of the Aily burn on the Rosneath 
peninsula around 1850, and has been maintained with easonable attention ever 
since. Apart from a number of vigorous hybrids, whi h have transformed over the 
years into vast, unruly clumps of shelter, rhododendron species were not planted 
here until the late 1960s, The plants are young, but many have flowered and 
asserted themselves as individuals. To have plantedJthem all and hopefully to 
remain to watch and tend them into maturity is a particular pleasure, 

I 
My first choice is a king of plants, R. caloJ?ki:tum.~A sturdy fellow with u clear 
bole and crown, as distinct as that of the tree in G usgow' s coat of arms. 
Sculptured leaves of great grace and fresh greenness It has a solid comforting 
appearance, as a monarch should have, The flowers e no l ess fine and fitting; 
well proportioned to the plant, and regal in their bl ushed white and purple; 



exquisite in detail. ·11he lovel iest of stigmas, lik1 a peeled tangerine; the la. 
possibly not the most kingly of attribuLes. ' 

The next though is feminine in its grace and bea.utyj of leaf, flower and bark. 
R. thomsonii has o. lightness in all its parts; the 1 af delicate in its venation 
and fleeting bloom, distinctive in shape. \'ihen the fl eshy, glazed, vibrant red 
flowers, so generous with nectar have fallen, the c yx remains to adorn the plant. 
The trunk could be :'ormed from marble; there is th~ hand of Faberge in its form. 
MY plant is placed in a niche carved from a great c ump of .R9!1Jl.9~ run riot, 
and has ·made the most spectacuJ.3.r growth of all. undant mycorriza may be a 
factor. 'rhough the runners up, arizelum U,!!1, are isolated specimens 
in grass. 

_Bhododendro12..&r.iersonianum does not arouse the lyri ism inspired by thomsonii, 
but it is no less a fine plant. A dense, compact h bit that suits the deep matt 
green, finger pointed leaves. It is a soothing pl t that is always a heelthy 
and buoyant. The flowers arrive when tho. great spr'ng flush of the north west is 
over and further the character of the plant in the nusual geranium colouring. 
The spiral tapered buds with tendril tipped scales e as delicatu as those of 
R.~~ are reptilian and gross. 

My R. grande is a seedling from Stonefield. 
the largest and finest of all at Glen Eden, 
choice is not for size or the spectacular. 
classical, purity r.nd prescience, shape ani texture 
has been chosen on foliage alone, as it has not yet 

still young, its leaves nre 
·ng even~.&:~~- But the 
e mixture of primitive and 
that no others possess. It 
flowered with me. 

R. fulvum is a lively plant, a sensitive barometer; leaves perking jauntily durin, 
do.ys of "scotch mist"; drooping and curled, hunched against frosty mornings. 
·rhe contrast of almost pink rust indumentum of a fi e mole velvet ago.inst the deep 
gloss green has an impact any day of the year. 'dhe the plant first flowered, tht.. 
few blooms seemed disappointingly small. But when he plant is covered, you see 
they are quite fitting. A tight truss on rosy whit with a crimson throo.t. 
Nature rm:ely makes mistakes in tastefulness and pr!portion. 

After that lively, happy plant comes the rub. ;rhe ixth and last, to complete 
the small glade in which to sit and contemplate the beloved species. I have 
chosen in part to remind one of the great variety o the family, and with 
imagination the atmosphere of their home land. Wit pain I have cast aside 
maiw exotic, fragrant and handsome plants to choose one. almost dull. But 
R. impeditum with its branchlets and hummock of tin furfuraceous leaves, holds 
the moorland heights in their tangle. In spring, t ansformed to a blue-purple 
mound which is natural in its beauty. Possibly suf icient of a heather substitute 
to appeal to a rude Scot. 

There are no hybrids in my list. But this is not t deny their charm and beauty. 
Maybe nature will supply some seedlings in my glade where I sit making out my 
second list of six. 

INTERNATIONAL RHOIXJDENDRON WNFERENCE 

The American Rhododendron Society and · the New ork Botanical Garden have 
arranged an International Rhododendron (;onference, o be held from the 15th to 
the 17th May, 1978, at the New York Botanical Garde, Originally planned for 
1940, the first Rhododendron Conference was held in London in 1949. In 1970, a 
Pacific Rhododendron Conference was held in Melbour e. •rhe earlier conference 
dealt with Rhododendrons in the wild, cultivation, ropagation and hybridization, 
but the first conference also included Dr, J.M. Cow 's Survey of the Genus 
Rhododendron, reproduced in the Rhododendron Yearbo k 1949. ·rhat same year, 
Dr. H. Sleumer published in German and Latin his sy tern of classi:f:ication for the 
genus; and in the Rhododendron and Camellia Yearboo for 1911 , .Professor W.R. and 
Dr .. Melva N. Philipson published an important paper on the Classification of 
Rhododendron, Since .that time, considerable .work h been done on the clas­
sification of the genus, both at Edinburgh and at l! istchurch, New Zea.land, and 
this was reviewed in a talk to the Group in the New all last June, which is 
reprqduced in 'hhododendrons, 1977 with Magnolias rur1 Camellias 1 • 

The New York conference will deal with various 1aspects of Rhododendron· 
taxonomy, classification and nomenclature, based on iwork carried out in the last 
few years, as well as disease an:l insect control, ruia. papers will be read by the 
current experts on these subjects, j 

Further information about the conference may b ~ obtained fz:om 1,1 r Carlton B. 
Lees, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, N.Y .104.5.8. 
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These bulletins are not produced with out the eXpendiiture of a certain amount of 
dnight oil, but the editor is more t han compensated by t t e contents of his postbag 

h is full of interest, as ,,ell as a great help to his ~ran6.son' s stamp collection. 
Quarterly Bulletin of the American Rhododendron Societ~ and the Official (Quarterlyy 

Journal of the Australian Rhododend.ron Society, are always
1 
full of interest, tho..1gh 

they make the editor of this bulletin feel rather humble, !because they are so well 
produced, Something new to him was the Bulletin of the D~edin Rhododendron Group, 
from New Zealand, which included incidentally a delightfu account of rhododendron 
gardens in Argyll. Of ·great interest was the catalogue f m Nuccio's Nurseries in 
California, listing 400 different cau.ellia cul ti vars, as ~,.

1
ell as evergreen azaleas, 

and offering scions of many camellias not obtainable in t.tiis country. A most beautifuJ. 
catalogue is produced every year by Herr Dietrich G. Hobb ·le on Linswtsge, a. member of 
this Group; this includes a lovely coloured photograph o R, camschaticum, taken by 
Herr Hobbie in the wild in Alaska, and a cover photo of R, "Blue •rit, l;,agor11 (novr 
n. St Tudy'), grown from seed received from Lamellen in 1 37. 

RHOOODENDR(.'N AND CAlliELLIA EVENTS IN 1 978 
Tuesday, 21 st ~.arch. Barly Spring Shovr at-Vincent Square, 
25 classes, Camellia Gompetition; 42 classes. Entries c 

Rhododendr6n Competition; 
14th March. 

'fhursdey, 30th t.1arch, Cornwall Garden Society Spring Flo Show in Truro, 5 classes 
for Magnolias; 39 classes for Camellias; 41 classes for • ododendrons. Entries close 
23rd march. Lecture by for Davidian on Rhododoncl.rons in Cultivation. 

Saturday, 1st April, South West Branch visit Tremeer and 
hold Buffet Supper at Lullings, Ardingly, followed by tal 
a mock show with 3 classes for Camellias. 

amellen. South :bast Branch 
on showing Camellias , and 

Tuesdoy, 4th April, Fortnightly Show at Vincent Square: compet tive classes, includ-
ing 3 for !..1agnolias, and one each foll:" . Camellias and Rhod dendrond. i.:,ntries close 
28th March, 

Saturday, 8th April. },ast Anglia Branch. Hockley & Dist ict Horticultural Society 
with a generous number of open classes for Camellias, Mag olias and Rhododendrons, 
Return visit to Mr & t,1rs Derek Fox's garden ut Hockley. 

Tuesday, 18th April. Camellia Show at Vincent Square; 71 classes for C3lllellias 
grown in the open, Entries close 11th April. 
2,30 p.m. Lecture on The Garden at Knightshayes by Lady 

International Camellia Society's Spring Gonference at Lyn urst, 
Fridey, 21 st April. 2,30 p.m. Jermyns Arboretum at pfield, H.omsey. 
Saturdey, 22nd April. Coach trip to Abbotsbury Gard ns nenr Vleymouth; Trehane r s 
Nurseries at Ferndown o.nd the Gallaghers' garden at erwood, 
Sunday, 23rd April. Visits to Exbury; Pylewell Park, and Spinners, Boldre. 
Mondey, 24th April. Visits to Hurst 1ilill, Petersfie d and Shotter's Farm, 
Newton Valence. 

Saturdey, 22nd April, South West Branch visit Rosemoor, orrington, and Knightshayes, 
•riverton., 

Sunday, 23rd April. ~ast Anglia Branch pey return visit o 1'..ast Berghol t Place, by 
kind invitation A,r & l,irs tliaxwell Bley. 

Saturday, 29th April. Wessex Branch Day. 10 a,m. Inform Show ai iiydon Nurseries, 
Godalmin:g;· 2 classes f'or Camellias and 7 for Rhododendron . (incl. 2 for Azaleas). • 
2,30 p.m. Visit to Leonardslea, by kind invitation of Si Giles and Lady Loder, 

Wednesday, 3rd May, Rhododendron Show at V~ncent Square; 97 classes, Entries close 
25th April, 
Wessex Branch are staging an exhibit 1 2' x6_' . 
2,30 p,m. Lecture on The flowers and forests of Nepal fro,~ Annapurna to l!,verest, by 
Mr A.D. Schilling, 

Rhododendron & Camellia Group Spring Tour, 
Thursdey, 4th May Lydney Park, Gloucestershire, 10 ;a.m. 

The Yew 'free, Lydart, Monmouth, 2.30 p.m. 
Fridey, 5th May Pare Cefn Onn, Cardiff, 10,a,m, ! 

Penllyn Castle, Cowhridge, 3,30 * •m• 
Saturday, 6th May Picton Castle, Pembrokeshire, 10 ;a,m. 

Blackaldern, Narberth, 2. 30 p~m.· 1· 
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13und8,}', 7th May Hergest Croft, Kington, Herefords 10,30 a,m, 

, ~,1 . 
Mond~y, 15th - Wednesday, 17th May. International Hhodode drun Conference at New York 

Bot·anical Garden, Bronx, arranged b~• the American Rhododen on Society , 

Tuesday, 23rd May, Chelsea Show , FeJ.lows~ Day. 

Tuesday , 13th June, Fortnightly Show at Vincent Square, i l uding 4 classes for 

Rh09-odendrons, Entries close 7th ,Tune. 
Rhododendr_on & Camellia Group may stage a Group exhibit ag n, 

Tuesday, 11th July, Fortnightly Show at Vincent Square, i eluding a Rhododendron 

class, Entries close 5th July, . 

Tuesd,;,r, 31 st October. Rhododendron & Camellia Group nay rld Annual General ,,eeting. 

SPRING TOUR · • 

The Secretary reports that an encouraging number of ~embers appear·likely to come 

on the tour in May, Certain changes in the arrangements ~ve been found necessary, 

though the same garuens are being visited as were mehtionid in Bulletin No.4. Details 

are being sent to all those who applied, but othgr member1 may be interested: 

Rooms have teen b oo1<ed for the night of Wednesday, t e 3rd ~1ay, at the Post 

House, Alveston, near the 3evern Bridge, and. a coach will start from there next 

morning, returning on the Sunday evening, 
•rhere was insui'fici. ent accommodation at the Mariners Hotel at Haverfordwest, and 

bookings for the night of Friday 5th ~Jay, have inste been ma.de at the Ivy Bush 

Royal at Carmarthen, 
A booking has been made at Robeston House, Robeston ~athen, near Narberth, for a 

0

light lunch on Saturday, the 6th May, • 
There was insufficient acco1nmodation in hotels at Bu 1th Wells and Llandrindod 

Wells, and bookings for the night of Saturday, the 6 h May have instead been made 

at the Green Dragon at Hereford, 

EARLY Cl.tlELLI.llS 
In Bulletin. Ko,2, we recorded C, DRJJ,if. GIRL in flowe in t.ir Wakeford's garden in 

Wimbledon in November 1976, By the followingFebruary, bo h it and Bl!,'T1'Y SH!!;Fl<'IELD 

SuPRlllE had produced second flowers, while a Sl,CCO VERI., 2 feet high planted in 1953 

had over 40 beautiful pink rose-form flowers, This year, YOIBIJN and ST EWE started 

on the 25th January, and Sl,CCC VERli. had its first flower pen on the 4th February, 

In Cornwall, iirs Colville had bowls of J, C. WILLI.IIMS 

party on Boxing Day, at Penheale. ~lrs Gilbert at Lancarf 

CHRISTI.IIN in hers in the first week of' March, as a r esult 

down in the previous week's blizzard, At Lamellen, the f 

outside to produce a flov,er at the end of January was Gil, 

.AN APOLOGY 
With the permission of the hditor, David Leach's be 

on the Discovery of the fi,alaysian Rhododendrons, in 

New York Botanical Garden, in Marcb/,,pril 1977, was 

1977 , with Magnolias rurl Camellias 1 , i,13 it was not 

coloured photographs which accompanied the original arti 

allowed some splendid black am. white photographs of his 

unaccountable way, the l etter explaining all this to Dr. 

and he has nov, written to say that, unaware that Vfe were 

given permission to the J\merican Rhododendron Society to 

that nobody m.d.sses a fascinating, and very well research 

most sincere apologies to all concerned, 

---'------ -.. --, .. ·-·--·-------------

in her drawing room for a 
e, hrui bowls of !.11\RY 
of t he plant being bl own 
rst spring Gamellia growing 

JURY, 

tifully illustrated article 
n ~agazine ' produced by the 
uced in 'Rhododendrons , 
l e to reproduce the beautiful 
e, Mr Headlrun generously 
o be used instead , In some 
each apparently miscarried 
sing his article, he_had 
o so, This should ensure 
article, but ne·vertheless 


